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Southern New England Landcare...
Our VISION is for a vibrant, socially and economically
healthy community existing in a healthy, productive
and biodiverse environment.
Our MISSION is to foster community participation in
sustainable natural resource management.

New Funding for
Southern New England
Landcare groups
The Australian Government Community Action
Grants 2012-2013 have just been announced. Two
of our community groups have been successful and
Southern New England Landcare has also secured a
grant.
Conserving threatened bird species of the New
England
Leading on from two recently completed Environmental
Trust projects here, Souther New England Landcare
will, in partnership with bird ecologist Andrew Huggett,
utilise the results of those projects to target focus cells
of farmers in key areas to protect and re-connect their
bush for threatened bird species and other fauna.
Emphasis will be on bringing together existing and
new landholder knowledge and technical resources to
improve knowledge sharing for strategically protecting,
re-connecting and managing habitat vital to wildlife.

Diary Dates
Feral Pig Control Field Days.................7 & 8 Aug
Farm Dams for Biodiversity Workshop......9 Aug
SNELCC Meeting.........................................15 Aug
Closing date People’s Choice Award ........4 Sept
Children of Treefest 2012 ..................20 & 21 Sept
South American Beef Tour........................ 2-25 Oct

National Landcare
Conference Program Announced
3 - 5 September 2012,
Sydney Convention and Exhibition Centre

Visit http://www.daff.gov.au/landcareconference
for more information.
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Closing the Gap: linking remnant vegetation to
Dangars Lagoon
This project will fence out stock over 4.45km of riparian
land along The Gap Road to link remnant vegetation
on private properties to Dangars Lagoon, creating
and extending landscape connectivity in this district.
Participating landholders will replant 13.75ha of riparian
areas with 8260 site-specific native plant species to
re-connect isolated woodland patches, and repair
1km of eroding creek banks by engaging neighbouring
landholders through the Harnham Landcare group.

Dumaresq Creek Biodiversity project
Congratulations to University of New England Landcare
group for its winning project – Stage 2 – to restore
biodiversity in Dumaresq Creek on the UNE campus.
Exotic weeds will be removed from this section of the
creek, followed closely by revegetation with native plant
species. The group aims to restore biodiversity to the
area by reducing weed invasion, re-establishing native
plants, and protecting existing native vegetation. The
project works will increase habitat areas and connectivity,
and improve water quality in Dumaresq Creek.
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OUR LANDCARE GROUPS - NEWS
Glen Gro Landcare
Group is one of three

mound of dirt was cleared,
reshaped and planted
out and a rock walkway
was added to enhance its
appearance. All the rocks
used were collected from
Andrew and Melissa Elliott’s
property. They also gave our
group unlimited use of their
tractor.

Group co-ordinator,
Cherie Pethard, describes
the project.

This project enhanced the
eucalypt woodland and
has provided native wildlife
with additional habitat
and connectivity with the
surrounding bushland.

southern New England
groups to have just
completed Community
Action Grant projects.
Glen Gro did a spectacular
job of rehabilitation and
enhancement of Majors
Corner, Walcha.

We decided at a (Glen
Gro) Landcare meeting
that we would like to do a
community environmental
enhancement project.
We identified an area
on Thunderbolt’s Way,
4.5kms south of Walcha
which was used by Walcha
Council for storage of
excess road materials and
display of R.T.A. signs. The
vegetation surrounding
this area consisted
of eucalypt woodland
and numerous woody
weeds. Walcha Council
was pleased for us to
undertake the project. We
applied for a Community
Action Grant from the
Australian Government
and on 25/11/10 we were
given a grant of $8200
for rehabilitation and
enhancement of Major’s
Corner.
We cleared the Hawthorne
bushes and weeds on both
sides of the road for about
360 metres, and planted
this area with 800 native
trees and shrubs. A large
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As Walcha is known as
an “open air gallery”, we
decided to carry on this
theme for “poles” and make
the totem poles the centre
of our project. These poles
are up to 6 metres tall.
They are beautiful trees and
were donated to us by the
Kermode family, Don, Kay,
and their son Daniel and his
wife Carnie. They cut and
transported these huge trees
to a site near our project. A
great job!
We also made a garden
from wood rescued from
the old Wollun Railway
bridge and planted it with
native grasses. Jill and John
Burnell were responsible
for us being able to use this
wood. At the northern end

we used one of the donated
trees and created a large
log seat. All the poles were
carved by local sculptor
Plum Henry. They look
fantastic and “Glen Gro
Landcare” is proudly carved
on them. Walcha Council
was fantastic with the
moving and erection of the
poles, and so much more.
Our Glen Gro Landcare
members are enthusiastic
workers and really enjoyed
the challenge.
We were lucky with rain
and the survival rate and
growth of seedlings has
been fantastic. There will be
ongoing work, but it was a
rewarding project that will
continue to remind locals
and travellers of the benefits
of native vegetation to our
community. A sign with
the following wording was
attached to a large flat rock:
‘This project was developed by

The Glen Gro Landcare Group
and implemented through
funding secured from the
Australian Government’s Caring
For Our Country program and
support from Walcha Council.’

Group members planted out native
seedlings as part of the site’s rehabilitation
Congratulations Glen Gro
Landcare Group members on a
spectacular job.
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Wongwibinda
Landcare Group
Project
by Sally Wright.

Members of Wongwibinda
Landcare have been involved
in a long term goal to preserve
and restore vegetation in the
riparian zones of Doughboy and
Kangaroo Creeks and to develop
or restore cross links between
the two creeks. Over a period
of about 20 years many projects
have been implemented on
several properties to achieve
this.
Remnant vegetation has
been fenced for protection
and in some cases has been
enhanced with the introduction
of understorey plants such as
wattles. Cross linking tree lines
have been fenced and planted,
and off stream dams have been
built.
In 2011 the Wongwibinda
Landcare Group was successful
with a Community Action grant
for works on Wongwibinda
Station. This involved 1.9kms of
riparian fencing and 130 ha of
remnant vegetation fencing. A
further 400 hectares has been
watered and fenced for intensive
grasslands management, and
it is hoped this will improve
pasture biodiversity and
increase carbon sequestration in
the soil.

Biodiversity
connectivity in the Dangarsleigh area
by Steve Harvey, Group coordinator.
Dangarsleigh Landcare group has just completed an Australian
Government Community Action Grant project to connect existing
remnant areas of woodlands and revegetation die-back affected
areas across a number of group member properties. This project
aimed to close gaps and restore biodiversity corridors connecting
existing remnant Yellow Box/Blakely's Red gum woodland
vegetation.
Group members prepared the grounds of the revegetation zones
by controlling weeds and ripping, followed by fencing to exclude
stock. A mix of 4,060 local tree and shrub species were planted
and tree guards and stakes installed. The project has established
3.1 hectares of biodiversity corridors on four properties and
will, over time, improve soil health and reduce erosion. The new
seedlings will be monitored and protected by group members
as they become established, with further weed control, fence
maintenance and watering undertaken as the seasons pass.
These biodiversity corridors have linked with existing areas of
fenced off vegetation. The linkages will increase the habitat of
native fauna through improved connectivity into the future.
The project has ultimately increased the extent, condition,
connectivity and resilience of native habitat within the
Dangarsleigh area.

Dangarsleigh Landcare group have successfully
established vegetation linkages across the landscape
during their project

The Malpas group, led by Guyra
landholder Derek Smith, has been
busy planning and implementing
its recently awarded Community
Action Grant for its project “All
the Dirt – Understanding and
Sustaining our soils in the Malpas
Catchment”.
This project aims to give
landholders an increased
understanding of their soil
and how it can be managed
sustainably. Malpas Catchment
Group landholders will participate
in workshops to address land
degradation and how to avoid it;
what is soil carbon; the

importance of water, mineral
and nutrient cycling; and how
economic and ecological ideals
can be achieved simultaneously.
Derek has produced manuals for
both introductory and advanced
workshops for Malpas landholders
covering all topics of the project.
Soil testing on the 10 participating
properties will take place this
month. If you are a Malpas
landholder and wish to take part
in these workshops during
2012-13, please call the Southern
New England Landcare office
on 6772 9123 to register your
interest.

OUR LANDCARE GROUPS - NEWS
No. 90 July-August 2012

3














•



•



•




•






•



•



•



•



•



•



•



•



•



•




•







.






4























 














 


Landchat - Landcare in Southern New England































































 







 











 









 























No. 90 July-August 2012

Acknowledgement: This material was adapted by New
England North West Landcare from material prepared by
Wombat reae ty Ltd for North eenslands regional
NRM grops.
It has been supported by funding from the Australian
Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Forestry as part of the arbon Farming Iniave
ommunicaons rogram
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Regional Pest Animal Project
New England North West Network
Chairs Inc were successful in gaining
funding from the 2011-13 Federal
Governments Caring for Our Country
program. The regional project
entitled “Pest Animal Management
and Landholder Engagement in
New England NSW” covers the five
Landcare network areas of Granite
Borders Landcare (GBLC), Glen
Innes Natural Resources Advisory
Committee (GLENRAC), Southern
New England Landcare (SNEL),
Upper Gwydir Landcare Association
(UGLA) and Gwydir Macintyre
Resources Management Committee
(GWYMAC).

controlling pest animals.
Pest animals impact the whole
community and when left
uncontrolled they cause significant
losses to agriculture and our
natural environment. Feral pigs
cause extensive damage to crops
as well as natural habitats such as
wetlands and other water sources,
they trample and consume native
vegetation and facilitate the spread
of a broad range of weeds. They
predate native fauna such as frogs
and turtles and they are a host
for numerous diseases, such as
Leptospirosis.

The Pest Animal Management and
Landholder Engagement in New
England NSW project has numerous
project partners including the five
New England North West Landcare
networks, New England Livestock
Health and Pest Authority, North
West Livestock Health and Pest
Authority, NSW National Parks and
Wildlife Service and Border Rivers
Gwydir Catchment Management
Authority.

The Pest Animal Management
and Landholder Engagement in
New England NSW project will be
delivering a number of field days
and training workshops over the
life of the project. There will also be
numerous factsheets made available
on feral cats, pigs, wild dogs, foxes
and rabbits, as well as emerging
pest animals such as Indian Myna
birds and Deer.

The $173,000 project runs until
the end of June 2013 and aims to
increase landholder and community
awareness of pest animals and
the damage they cause as well
as supporting the community to
develop coordinated control groups
for wild dogs, foxes and feral pigs.
The project aims to reduce the
threats to endangered ecological
communities and threatened species
in the New England region of NSW.
It aims to raise awareness about the
impact of pest animals such as pigs,
foxes, wild dogs and rabbits on our
valuable natural assets as well as
agricultural production. It also aims
to engage landholders in
co-operative programs to control
and manage these pests, as
co-operative and integrated
approaches have been recognised
as the most effective methods for
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As well as predating livestock and
native wildlife, these animals,
especially foxes spread a broad
range of weeds such as Chilean
Needle Grass, St. Johns Wort and
Blackberries. Wild Dogs and Foxes
also spread a number of diseases
that affect our livestock, pets and in
some cases even ourselves. These
diseases include Mange, Canine
distemper, Hydatid tapeworm
and Encephalitis. Wild dogs and
foxes also have a large, potentially
unknown impact on cattle produces,
both of these animals can spread
Neospora caninum, a parasite that
is responsible for calf abortion,
decreased milk production and
reduced weight gain in cattle.

Coordinated pest animal control
utilising a number of control
methods will also be encouraged
and supported through the
development of coordinated groups.
Studies have shown that the most
effective way of controlling pest
animals is through using a range
of control techniques and taking
part in a coordinated program.
Co-operative community control
efforts reduce the rate of pest
animal reinvasion and landholders
save time and money by planning
coordinated action.
Wild Dogs and Foxes are the two
largest predators found on mainland
Australia. They cause millions
of dollars damage to agriculture
and the environment annually.

If you would like to know more
about the project or are interested
in starting a pest animal control
group in your area contact the
Southern New England Landcare
office.
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Feral Pig
Control in the Southern New England Area
With winter upon us, it is prime
time to think about control of
destructive feral animals in our
area. Feral pigs, wild dogs and
foxes are some of the main
predators in the New England
Tablelands. Co-ordinated control
programs are currently underway
throughout the New England area
for control of wild dogs and foxes.
However, feral pigs can also be
extremely destructive and may
take lambs, muddy waterways
and uproot pastures, especially
during the winter months. This
can mean a significant loss
of income to farmers, through
increased weed growth and
production losses. Another
major impact from feral pigs is
the spread of disease such as
Leptospirosis and Q fever.
Effective feral pig control requires
the co-operation of a number
of people within the district, as
pigs can easily travel away from
farms where baiting or trapping is
underway.

By Lucinda Frizell

With a co-ordinated group effort,
and using follow-up control
measures such as ground
shooting, it may be possible to
eradicate feral pigs from an area
completely.
With this in mind, Southern
New England Landcare, in
collaboration with the New
England LHPA and a group of
six University of New England
students, will run Feral Pig Control
field days in Glen Morrison (near
Walcha) and Bendemeer.

These field days will host guest
speakers and interactive displays
of feral pig control equipment, and
will present an opportunity for the
community to come together and
decide upon the best mode of
action to combat this destructive
pest. Guest speakers will present
information on the control of feral
pigs and other feral animals.
The field day will also highlight
the importance of implementing
broad-scale, integrated,
co-operative and co-ordinated
control strategies to optimise
success.
The field days will run from
12:30pm until 3:30pm
August 7 at “Kaidmoot”,
Glen Morrison Rd, Walcha,
and
August 8 at the Bendemeer Hotel.
Lunch will be provided from
midday on both days.
If you wish to attend, please
RSVP
by Thursday August 2 to Southern
New England Landcare on
(02) 6772 9123.

Children of Treefest 2012
Thursday 20th & Friday 21st September at “The Hill” Kentucky NSW
The Treefest 20th Anniversary is to be held in conjunction with the
5th Annual Frog Dreaming conference.
Some of the features:
-

Frog Dreaming tribal performances on Thursday evening.
Massive Frog shaped forest tree planting sponsored by Farming The Sun.
Tree planting races with $2000 prize money up for grabs for on ground works.
Armidale Tree Group reconstructing the Amazing Maze with paintings by well
known local artists including Angus Nivison.
- Kentucky Tree Nursery, Fields Native Nursery and Cedar Wholesale Nursery
providing planting demos and trees for sale.
- Social BBQ to be held at original Treefest site on Friday afternoon.
Register your interest now to be involved in this inspiring social Landcare event.
Email: register@treefest.org.au or
Phone: Katherine Taylor: 0412 351792 or Michael Taylor: 0412 332484
or www.treefest.org.au

RSVP required for attendance by 14th September 2012
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CWC members manage native vegetation for
threatened woodland birds.
By Ruth Trémont.

Citizens Wildlife

Corridors Armidale

In 2009 CWC, supported by Southern New England Landcare, received a 3-year grant from the NSW
Environmental Trust. The grant enabled CWC and SNEL to oversee works by CWC members to enhance
and better manage native habitats which support threatened woodland birds of the southern New England
region.
Now, at the end of the 3 years, 12 CWC landholder members have actively
enhanced 16 sites in priority areas for woodland birds, and are continuing to
manage these areas to support good habitat health. These landholders have
protected existing refuges of native vegetation and/or completed significant
plantings to enhance or link refuge areas. Overall, the 12 CWC members have
protected 323,000m2 of existing native vegetation, and planted 18,225 native trees
Diamond Firetail
and shrubs to regenerate 255,000m2 of terrestrial and riparian land. As a result,
habitats are being specifically managed to support woodland birds - by protecting, enlarging or creating
patches of habitat and creating or enhancing corridors, linkages or stepping stones between remnant or
planted vegetation across the landscape. In this way landholders are supporting existing, breeding and
dispersing woodland birds and so helping balance the ecosystems important to our livelihoods.
In addition to landholder’s native vegetation work, surveys of the bird
communities of each of the 16 sites were made, to gather baseline data
about the birds at every site. This data will be important to compare
with similar surveys to be done at each site in the future, so we can find
out if (and how) the improved habitats do actually help woodland birds
to successfully survive, breed and disperse to other areas.
The 16 sites are spread across the southern New England region from
south of Walcha to just north of Guyra. Most sites are east of or along
10 hectares of native trees, shrubs and
the watershed of the Great Dividing Range and so are important in
groundcovers
was fenced to protect a variety
creating habitat areas which may be outposts (for sites adjacent to
of native habitats, from creekside to
quality habitat) or links within the woodlands of Tablelands proper
hilltop
and between them and the important woodland or forest areas along
the eastern border of New England. These latter areas are important
sources of ecosystem service providers (such as woodland birds) without which the Tablelands health
suffers.

Plantings of native trees and shrubs link and enlarge existing bushland areas
8
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In addition to the on-ground works and surveys, ‘best practice messages’ about managing native vegetation
for threatened birds, biodiversity conservation and environmental health have been promoted across the
region.
The project was showcased to participants at the New England Northwest Landcare Adventures of 2011 and
2012, and at the 2011 Wool Expo at Armidale.
Inspiration from the project also provided for special sessions on threatened woodland species and
environmental monitoring at the 2010 and 2011 ‘Frog Dreaming Conference’ for 240 primary school
students from 10 schools across southern New England. The messages and findings from the project will
continue to be taken to regional events for some time to come. In particular, as the protected and newly
planted vegetation responds to the changes in its management, further knowledge and community capacity
building opportunities will arise and be communicated to CWC members, other land managers and the
wider community in numerous ways.

Adjacent stands of eucalypts were fenced from regular stocking and enriched with plantings of native shrubs, including local
wattle and other understorey species

Landholders get down and dirty with dung beetles
Seven Southern New England
landholders have just started
becoming acquainted with dung
beetles courtesy of a Sustainable
Farming Grant from Border RiversGwydir Catchment Management
Authority.
Southern New England Landcare
Community Support Officer,
Dr Mahri Koch, has provided
training for landholders in how to
use a pitfall trap to collect dung
beetles from 7 properties each
month for the next year. Mahri
will identify the beetles found so
that we can form a picture of the
species that are presently living in
the Southern New England. With
this information, we will be able
to decide what dung beetle species
would be best to introduce here
to ensure that there are beetles
No. 90 July-August 2012

working during all of our seasons.
Presently, many parts of the New
England Tablelands do not have
winter-active dung beetle species
which means that livestock dung
is not being dispersed and carried
underground for incorporation into
the soil during the cold months.
Southern New England Landcare
staff are applying for funding to
assist landholders to purchase
appropriate dung beetle species
populations for their properties,
and we are reaching out to form
partnerships with other like minded
groups and organisations so that
resources and information can be
shared and extended.

Landholder,
SteveTrémont,
will be monitoring
native dung beetle
species throughout
the project

Landholders
practice putting
their pitfall
traps together for
collecting dung
beetles
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Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA) and AIMS Compost
Trial at Wongwibinda.
by Sally Wright
In April Wongwibinda Pastoral
Company (WPC) combined with Dr
Lewis Kahn of AIMS Agriculture to
hold a morning field talk and paddock
walk to look at the results of their
3 year, MLA (Meat and Livestock
Australia) sponsored compost trial.
The trial was motivated by the
Wrights who, as a fifth generation
farming family, have a strong
interest in long term sustainability.
They believe that less reliance on
superphosphate will be important
and that it makes sense to focus on
improving the quality of the soil for
the long term, through stimulating
the soil biology and increasing soil
carbon. They are interested in good
quality, humified compost as an aid in
achieving this and they don’t expect
immediate results.
WPC and AIMS were aware that
claims have been made for the
efficacy of compost often without the
comparison of alternative treatments
or untreated controls and they were
interested in looking at the effect of
the various treatments on pastures
and soils.
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AIMS used a replicated plot trial
with 3 levels of compost 250, 500
and 1000 kgs per hectare and with
3 rates of Single Super applied at
a rate comparable in price to the
compost so the trial compared
pasture production and quality per
dollar spent. Because the effect of the
additives alone was required grass
clippings were removed .
The results, at the 3 year stage, show
that all treatments increased pasture
production with the largest effect
seen for superphosphate. Compost
increased soil carbon, whereas
superphosphate increased soil
phosphorus and soil fungi. Compost
increased trace mineral concentration
of pasture whereas superphosphate
increased protein and major minerals.
Differences were slow to emerge so
WPC is delighted that the MLA has
agreed to finance trial for another two
years.
It could well be that compost and
superphosphate are complimentary
for improving the health and
productivity of pasture.

Landholders examined the trial plots
using a reference sheet prepared by
Lewis Kahn (AIMS Agriculture) at
Wongwibinda field day

Project research scientist Lewis
Kahn described the plots at the trial
site to landholders
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Vote for Community Group from New
England North West in People’s Choice Award!

88 finalists representing eight states
and territories across 12 diverse
categories will be recognised at the
2012 National Landcare Awards
for their work caring for their local
environments and educating others
about the importance of community
action and how it can make a real
difference.
The Balala-Brushgrove Landcare
Group has been nominated for
a National Landcare Award for
undertaking a broad range of natural
resource management projects for
the benefit of local land owners.
Formed in 1989, the group’s projects
have encompassed revegetation
works, erosion remediation,
sustainable grazing practices and
various soil health projects including
a recent Bentonite trial with Granite
soils.
As gully erosion control is one of
the major concerns for the area,
the group has launched numerous
erosion rehabilitation projects,
including most recently the “Erosion
Control to Enhance Water Quality in
the Balala-Brushgrove Area” project
(2003). This project rehabilitated
a severely eroded waterway by
implementing a concrete flume and
this flume is now used regularly as
an education tool by the group and
landholders in surrounding areas.
The group also implemented
revegetation and remnant protection
projects. From 1999 to 2003, it
investigated how to revert a spear
No. 90 July-August 2012

grass and tobacco bush infested
area into a diverse native clover and
grasses community by using fertiliser
regimes and manipulating grazing
pressure.

field day and in April of this year it
has also held a workshop regarding
nutrient deficiencies in livestock with
a leading Animal Nutritionist from
CSIRO.

The Soil Health Forum in 2006 was
also an initiative of the group. This
forum holds sustainable grazing
and soil health activities regularly
throughout the region, attracting a
large number of landholders.

Balala Brushgrove Landcare group
is one of 88 finalists in the National
Landcare Awards to be announced
in Sydney on 4th September, 2012.
Commencing in 1991, the Awards
celebrate the achievements of
individuals and groups that make a
valuable contribution to the land and
coast where they live and work.
Help get some recognition for the
New England North West region by
supporting this nomination.
To vote visit
http://www.landcareonline.com.au/
nationalawards/vote.php

The group works in partnership
with the University of New England
and Department of Industry and
Investment on a broad range of soil
health and grazing management
projects. In September 2010, a three
year trial commenced to study the
long term impact of soil additives
such as bentonite clay on pasture
development and water holding
capacity.
Properties of group members
have featured as case studies
demonstrating and raising awareness
of sustainable land management
practices and techniques and the
group has also run seminars and field
days for its members and the public
as well as a wool marketing and risk
management workshop.
In 2012, the group is hosting a frog
spotlighting evening and a riparian
revegetation and water health
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New England Mutual is
gratefully acknowledged
for their support in the
production and distribution of
this newsletter.
Southern New England
Landcare appreciates generous
support from Caring for Our
Country, Armidale Dumaresq
Council, NSW Environmental
Trust, the Border Rivers Gwydir
CMA, and the Northern Rivers
CMA, and is sponsored by
Landmark (Armidale) and
Wesfarmers Federation
Insurance.
Landchat presents a forum for
the expression of a range of
opinions.
The views and opinions
expressed in this newsletter do
not necessarily represent those
of Southern New England
Landcare or its employees.

General Meeting
6.30pm Wednesday 15 August 2012
Uralla Community Centre (cnr Hill & Maitland St)
All members are invited.
Please contact your group’s SNELCC
Representative if you wish to accompany them
to the meeting.
Dinner will be provided for a small charge.
Please RSVP by
Monday 13th August 2012
for catering purposes.
Tel 6772 9123 • mail@snelcc.org.au
www.snelandcare.org.au

While every effort is made to
publish accurate information,
Southern New England
Landcare and its employees
do not accept responsibility
for statements made and
opinions expressed in this
newsletter.
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