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Community Communication and Consultation Day – Weedy Wasteland 2 Wildlife Wetland 

Hosted by: Armidale Urban Rivercare Group 

Date: Saturday, 11 February 2023 

 

The Armidale Urban Rivercare Group (AURG) has now received a Draft Wetland Plan from UNE’s Aquatic Ecology and Restoration Research Centre.  

The AURG will use the principles in this plan to plant out the wetland with about 22,000 native plants. 

The Draft Plan is not finalized and there are some minor amendments to be finalized, but to allow for community engagement prior to planting, the AURG 
will use the Draft Plan as a basis for community consultation.  

 

The following sections of the Draft Plan are those the AURG believe are most relevant for community consultation. 

If you have a question or would like to come to the meeting, please find the RSVP/ Booking link on this webpage: https://snelandcare.org.au/landcare-
projects/current-landcare-projects/1499-2022-2023-weedy-wasteland-to-wildlife-wetland.html   

 

  



Excerpts from DRAFT UNE Wetland Plan 

 

Figure 1. Wildlife Wetland aerial view and project extent with conceptual design of proposed vegetation zones (see ‘Vegetation zones and species list’ section for zone description and species 
overview). 

Figure 1 shows the area that is covered by the NSW Government Stronger Communities Grant in Dark Green. 

The Darker Blue Areas 

There are referred to as Zone 0 in the Plan and represent instream, permanently inundated, slow-to-high flow, supports submerged and floating 
macrophytes. This area will receive some planting but will largely be passive revegetation. 



The Lighter Blue Areas 

These are referred to as Zone 1 in the Plan and refer to instream, frequently inundated, slow-to-no flow, supports submerged and emergent macrophytes. 
This area will receive more active revegetation from this project. 

The Light Blue Areas 

This area is referred to as Zone 2 in the Plan and refers to the stream edge, temporarily inundated, standing water, supports emergent species. This area 
will receive active revegetation. 

The Light Green Areas 

This area is referred to as Zone 3 in the Plan and refers to the stream bank, infrequently inundated, supports terrestrial riparian shrubland species. This area 
will receive active revegetation. 

The Dark Green Areas 

This is referred to as Zone 4 in the Plan and refers to the top of bank (adjacent floodplain), rarely inundated, supports terrestrial riparian woodland species. 
This area will receive some revegetation. 

The AURG acknowledges that Figure 1 and Figure 5 shows that The Light Green Areas and The Dark Green Areas show that work will be done in the project 
area between the wetland site and bike track. This is not an accurate representation of what will be undertaken.  

To the north and north east of the wetland the AURG expects that here will be some bank planting particularly on the steeper section of the bank. We 
understand these steeper banks are not so easily accessed by the community and are also prone to erosion. These areas are likely to be planted with sedges 
at the low water mark and shrubs up to the top of bank and the mow line. Occasional shade trees will be planted in the Dark Green Areas to provide shade 
to the community using the area but to still allow mowing of this community asset. 

To the north west and west of the wetland, north of the creek, the AURG does not expect any work will be undertaken to allow for the existing community 
use of the creek in the three creek access points shown in Figure 5. 

The Figures 1 and 5 will be modified to reflect the above in due course. 

 

 



 

Figure 2. An example of a large streamside willow and willow stag that could be temporarily retained to achieve immediate aesthetics, shade and habitat options. 

 



 

 

 

Figure 3. An illustrated cross section of the five Dumaresq Creek vegetation zones. Note the woody debris located throughout different zones and the example of ‘small step jams’ in Zone 2 
which can be back-filled with gravel to offer stabilisation and a planting substrate in more erosive areas (see Figure 6 for more details).



 

 

Figure 4. Artist’s impression showing the combination of species and vegetation zones in a treated section of the project area to 
visualise before (top) and after planting (bottom). Note the use of large woody debris for the provision of habitat.  
 

 

 



 

Figure 5. Wildlife Wetland aerial view and conceptual design of vegetation zones close-up. Proposed access points and picnic 
table locations along with ‘clear lines of sight’ along the creek are provided; however, final determination of these locations will 
be provided by Council. 
 

Figure 5 also shows a number of sight lines. These are required by Armidale Regional Council to allow for 
lines of sight from the creek bank along deep bodies of water. They will assist in helping people, who 
enter the water and may get in trouble, being seen by others. 

The exact location of the sight lines, picnic tables and community access to the creek may be varied 
based on consultation with Armidale Regional Council. ARC needs to be in a position where it can access 
and maintain any infrastructure that is placed in its areas of management responsibility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


