
 

 

 

 

Participant Information 

 

PROJECT TITLE: Protecting threatened species and ecological communities during firefighting 

operations: Learning from the 2019/20 fires. 

 

Researchers: 

The research will be carried out by Stephen Garnett (Charles Darwin University), John Woinarski 

(Charles Darwin University), Brendan Wintle (University of Melbourne), Libby Rumpff (University of 

Melbourne), Kelly de Bie (University of Melbourne) and Kaye Currey (Charles Darwin University) as 

part of the National Environmental Science Program’s Threatened Species Recovery Hub (Project 

8.5.1). 

The project: 

The 2019/20 wildfires were devastating for many threatened species and ecological communities. 

Some species were saved by a rapid response, while others were severely impacted. Outcomes for 

species are likely to be improved if land managers have a planning framework to guide protection of 

threatened species and communities during a fire event.  With large, intense bushfires predicted to 

become more frequent, it is important to learn from the knowledge and experiences of the 2019/20 

fires to improve planning for future catastrophic events so as to improve conservation outcomes. 

The aim of this project is to determine what processes worked and what didn’t during the wildfires 

and use that information to develop a roadmap for emergency biodiversity management. 

Participant involvement: 

Participation in this online questionnaire is voluntary and anonymous. Minor risk of third-party 

identification will be managed by ensuring data confidentiality. The data will be stored securely, and 

only be accessible by project researchers listed. There will be no remuneration offered for 

completing the survey. Information gathered is expected to bring value to the participant via 

publications that directly relates to their professional work. We estimate that the survey will take 5 - 

10 minutes.  You can also choose to withdraw from the research at any time up until the research is 

published. To withdraw your involvement contact Kelly de Bie at  kelly.debie@unimelb.edu.au and 

we will destroy any survey data. 

 

Risks: 

The research carries little risk. The questions that we are asking relate to standard organisation 

practice, procedures and actions, with an additional section on practitioner perspectives. There is a 

minor risk that questions may cause discomfort and of third-party identification. However, 

responses are voluntary, and we encourage participants to not disclose sensitive information.  

 

Confidentiality: 

We will present collective insights from the data. Raw data will not be made public. We intend to 
protect your anonymity and the confidentiality of your responses to the fullest possible extent, 



subject to any legal requirements. Your name and contact details will be kept in a password-
protected computer file. The information that you provide will be kept anonymous, unless further 
permission is obtained from you to allow your information to be used as a case study. 

What will happen to the results of the research? 

The knowledge from the survey data will inform the next stage of this project which is semi-

structured interviews. The combined data will be synthesised to create a road map and risk 

management framework. The research will help guide the governance and operations that occur 

during a fire event to improve management of threatened species and ecological community.  

Data Storage: 
Data will be stored in a de-identified format on the University of Melbourne school intranet, with 

access granted to the listed investigators. Access outside of this group will not be permitted. The 

data will be stored for a minimum of 5 years. 

 

Where can I go if I have concerns? 
If you have questions about this research please feel free to contact Stephen Garnett at 
Stephen.Garnett@cdu.edu.au or Kelly de Bie at kelly.debie@unimelb.edu.au. 
This project has been approved by by the Charles Darwin University Human Research Ethics  
Committee, ID H20104. If you have any questions or concerns that you do not want to direct to  
the researcher, you are invited to the contact the Charles Darwin University Research Integrity and  
Ethics team on (08) 8946 6063, on the toll-free number, 1800 466 215 or by email,  
ethics@cdu.edu.au. 
 

Thank you for considering taking part in this research. 
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